
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 30, 2020 
 
 
 
 
County Executive J. Ryan McMahon II 
Onondaga County  
421 Montgomery St 14th floor 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
 
Re: Request for Model Venue Designation 
 Private Events in the Hospitality Sector – Large Gatherings 
 
Dear Mr. McMahon: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share with you and other stakeholders in the community our 
thoughts how to safely conduct wedding receptions as part of Phase 4. Since the conception of an 
urban centric event center in the heart of Syracuse in 2014, we have strived to be the industry leader 
in culinary, event services, and other areas of hospitality. Now we are the leaders in providing a 
healthy and safe environment. We achieve this by installing environmental controls (air purifying 
system and decontamination regiments), strict event management (social distancing control and 
advanced contact tracing methodology), and public endorsement (client acceptance, promotion, and 
buy-in). 
 
We are asking to be a designated wedding reception venue, starting July 15, 2020, open at 25% 
capacity, consistent with restaurant capacity, rather than 50 person gathering criteria. 
 
We need this designation now so we can operate in the end of July, August, and September. Couples 
need the assurance now so that they can commit to their date. Based on the data and progressive 
reopening reality in Central New York, it can be surmised that by August 1st Central New York’s 
gathering level may very well be at needed level. But as we all know, committing financially and 
emotionally to a wedding date is more complex and time consuming then flipping a switch. 
 
Advanced Safety Systems 
We offer enhanced safety compared to a typical restaurant. SKY Armory is installing a state of the art 
air purifying system by July 15, 2020. The iWave system by Nu-Calgon prevents the COVID-19 
virus from circulating through the three ballroom’s HVAC systems. The ion producing system 
reduces pathogens, allergens, particles, smoke and odors in the air, creating a healthy environment 
without producing any harmful byproducts.  When the ions come in contact with viruses they remove 
the hydrogen molecules from the pathogens. Without hydrogen, the pathogens have no source of 
energy and die. We will be cleaning greater than 23,500 cubic feet of air per hour. 
 
This system will be a model for years to come in viral mitigation and management. In addition to 
SKY Armory being the largest NYS Certified WBE event center in New York, this will be another 
arrow in the quiver for Visit Syracuse to attract events. Onondaga County will be the star on the map 
attracting events to a safe and clean environment. 
 
 



 

    

Strick Event Management 
A private wedding reception has distinct and important advantages in mitigating the potential of 
introducing the virus to the event as well as post infection tracking to include: 

1. Guests with a vested interest in mitigating infection,  
2. Self-abstinence for high risk and suspect infected individuals, and  
3. Highly effective contact tracing methodology and guest cooperation. 

 
The restaurant diners have no connection to each other while the guests at a wedding are familial 
groups of bride’s family, groom’s family, bride’s friends, groom’s friends and couple’s friends. These 
familial groups have been together more frequently since the pandemic restrictions have eased and 
care about each other’s health and safety of their guests. Social distancing and wearing masks has 
proven to be effective in reducing the spread of the virus. Our clients share our concern and 
understand the importance of distancing and wearing masks and are motivated to encourage their 
guests in tandem with our efforts. The guests have a far greater concern for the people in the room 
than at a restaurant, in a store, or at the beach because they know each other and they are family. 
 
To compare, why can a restaurant be open at 50% capacity and a wedding reception be held to 50 
guests? A 200-seat restaurant is held to a 50% capacity of 100 seats and on an average night will turn 
the tables 2-4 times which is 200 to 400 guests. Why would a wedding at 25% capacity seem so 
unreasonable?  
 
Air Purification is the future for Public Gatherings 
Air filtration systems have become a concern for the malls, but has not been a concern for the 
businesses that have been essential throughout the pandemic. The grocery stores and big box stores 
have been open and no concern has been expressed about the quality of the air in these stores. As with 
water filtration, we know that HEPA filters are limited to the efficacy of changing the filters on a 
timely basis.  
 
Designation Request 
We appreciate and understand that the people making the decisions are using the science and 
recommendations of health experts to keep the populous safe. Making decisions about the livelihood 
of businesses is a far greater challenge. They are not expected to know and understand the business 
operations of so many varied business industries. Businesses should be given the opportunity to 
present their best practices and the County grant exceptions from broad State based guidelines. Local 
leaders know local business and are best suited to manage State guidelines. 
 
Governor Cuomo and our local leaders have done a tremendous job with managing through the 
pandemic and have listened to the experts, made hard decisions and have made our State/County/City 
a model for other areas to follow. We don’t want to diminish those efforts and put anyone at risk, 
however we feel we can safely conduct weddings at a 25% capacity.  
 
We are formally asking you to allow SKY Armory to hold wedding receptions starting July 19th, 
2020, at 25% capacity. 
 
Respectfully, 
SKY Armory 

 
Nicole T. Samolis 
President and General Manager 
 
 
Cc: Danny Ledka, President/CEO, Visit Syracuse 


